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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims wiU replace att prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of da in w 
Claims 1-14 (canceled). 

Claim 15. (currently amended) Amemodfordeternu^gafutuietovetpamaxeaofafi^ 
vehicle, the first vehicle equipped with a distance sensor, comprising the steps of: 

o^termining a relative position of at least one second vehicle traveling ahead of the 
first vehicle, the first vehicle determbing the relative position of the at least one second 
vehicle at predetermined timepoints using me distance sensor, 

storing the determined relative position of the at least one second vehicle in a storage 
devK*,medetenmned re ^ 
vehicle traveling ahead; 

determining the future travel-path area of the first vehicle at least as a function of the 
course path of the at least one second vehicle traveling ahead; and 

P^fee&g e^eolatin^the course path of the at least one second vehicle traveling 
ahead in direction of a position of the first vehicle. 

aaiml6. (currently amended) The method according to claim 15, wherein the step of 
******** ^Slating the course path of the at least one second vehicle includes p.ojeefeg 
S^mm the course path of the at least one second vehicle to a position in which the first 
vehicle is located occurs up to the position of the first vehicle. 

Claim 17. (currently amended) The method according to claim 15, further comprising the 

step of: 

determining at least one of a transverse offset and a curvature between the p^eted 

eXtraPOlated COUrSe P ath of *• * one second vehicle traveling ahead and a current 
course path of the first vehicle. 

Claim 18. (currently amended) The method according to claim 17, further comprising the 
step of: 
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""^^^^^paa^ofaetev^ole^i,^,,,.^ 
^^m« m dacun^„ fthec ^ lM ^ moftteitevdiiciejii 

«^T£ *" 0 "*— ** ^-^-cc^^^ determining 
one second vehicle traveling ahead, and famer comprising: 

^^^''^^ofoneoffe^l^o.ese^vahi.Wmvdi.adKad 
"angoae of a comp.dson, . corrdattan, and an average of theptatfty of psj^w 
SOBUittgl course pate of „„ of a lMa OTe ^ .^^^ 

CWm20. ft^vionsbrp^enW) tb. men^according folate ,5. tetec^w 

-*«^™-^of,h.c«r^eo«^^ 
selected tlmcpoutts and fiwly selectable tunepointo. 

as™21.(curre*«yamended) Il«n 1 e fl ^a=co n iing to elata. J ,« ltesle . of 

^^^•^ofs^oca. analyses andn^^ 
procedures on the determined relative position 

CUnm^c^yarnendrf) Tne m«hod according to data 15, ^comprising. 

^^^at^onepe^or^c^ 

component. 



Ctan.23. (cur*,*, amoved) TVroetr^ according to cltdm^ 

ofrte a, leas, one seconds naveling ahead is lesstoapredetern^ttre.ho,,, 

the at least one second vehicle ttavettng ahead from the storage device and (ii) no. 
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aaim24. (previously presented) THe method according to claim 15, whbrein the storage 
device is configured as a rmg storage device. 

^ousiypresented) T*e method according to claim 15, further comprising- 
when the storage device is full, detemuning whether to delete atileast one of the 
course path stored and any new course paths, in accordance with a performance criterion 
based on at least one predictable component 

Claim26. (previously presented) The method according to claim 15, further comprising- 

limiting the future travel-path area based on at least one of a position of detected 
stationary objects and a position of detected oncoming vehicles. 

Claim27. (previously presented) The method according to claim 15, further comprising- 

determining at least one further future travel-path area of the first Vehicle based on at 
least one of a steering angle, a steering wheel angle, a yaw rate, a difference of wheel speed a 
transverse acceleration of the first vehicle, a stationary object detected by the distence sensor 
of the first vehicle, and an oncoming vehicle detected by the distance sensor of the first 
vehicle; and 

detennining a verified future travel-path area based on the future travel-path area and 
the at least one further future travel-path area. 

Claim28. (currently amended) A device for detemumng a future travel-path area of a first 
vehicle, the first vehicle having a current course path, comprising: 

a distance sensor associated with the first vehicle to determine at predetermined time 
pomts at least a relative position of at least one vehicle traveling ahead in Ration to the first 

vehicle; 

at least one storage device configured to store the relative position determined; 

an arrangement configured to determine a travel-path of the at least one vehicle 
traveling ahead from the at least the relative position stored in the storage device; 

an arrangement configured to determine the future travel-path area of the first vehicle 
al least based on the travel-path of the at least one vehicle traveling ahead; and 

an arrangement configured to extrapolate the travel-path of the at least - 

vehicle traveling ahead in direction of the current course path of the first vehicle. 
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«»» (currently amended) lta^« B ^ tefllto ^ 1>||1| ^ |ta 

to a current path of the first vehicle. yP 1 1 

path of the at least one second vehicle is contained b a second lane of the road. 
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